What is the ‘Powerful Words’ programme? 2§ hrreomone
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A 5-year vocabulary programme that you begin in Year 7, and
finish in Year 11.

Delivered once a week during tutor time, across all the schools in
our trust.

Aims to build your knowledge of ‘academic’ vocabulary and to
develop your word decoding skills.

Half termly quiz to test you on the words you've learnt.

Powerful Words Champions Cup awarded each year for the
school with the best quiz results in our trust.

Tray of doughnuts awarded each year to the tutor group with the
best quiz results from each school.



What are the types of words we’ll learn?

In 1987, Professor Isabel Beck and Dr Margaret McKeown came up with the idea of

grouping vocabulary into 3 different tiers.

Subject specific words that are usually taught by

subject teachers e.g. your Maths teacher teaches

— you the word ‘isosceles’.
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Book
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These are the Powerful Words we'll learn!

Cat child and are reinforced on a daily basis.



The words we teach on our 5-year

Powerful Words programme come
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from a list of the most common

words found in academic texts like

textbooks and exam papers etc.
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How will we learn the words?

we'll learn how to be word-detectives Wwe'll also find out how certain words

and use our knowledge of prefixes, | and phrases came into existence (this

suffixes, and Greek and Latin root ! is called etymology), and use these

stories as memory hooks to help us »

learn. ,’

words (this is called morphology) to

help decode unfamiliar words.

£ & H-

anti- chrono -logy
de- geo -ship
dYS audi -ness
mis- bene =ible
sub- circ -esque

Logophile

someone who loves words

Cappuccino gets its
name from the
colour of the
hooded habits worn

by Capuchin Monks.

logo = words phile = love




Will we just learn words?

In addition to academic words, we'll also teach you an ‘enrichment’

phrase each week, such as an idiom*, or phrase from another language.

* An idiom is a phrase that isn't meant to be
taken literally e.g. it’s raining cats and dogs



..and if you're interested in learning even more words,
then check out these brilliant books!

APRICITY The warmeh of the sun on a chilly day
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