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Year 7 Information 

Evening
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1. Reminder of key school policies and systems  

2. Overview of GL Assessment, academic targets and reporting of progress

3. English and maths 

Ms Zafir
Trust Director English

Mrs Leggett
Trust Director Maths

Mrs Garrod
Assistant Principal

Mrs Raku
Principal



Communications

All policies are on our website: Policies and Protocols – The Ferrers School

• Bromcom 
• Social media 
• Fortnightly Principal's update letter and termly school newsletter

Key Dates:
• Monday 8th September – Email introductions from tutor
• Tuesday 16th September – Meet the tutor Evening (in person)
• Monday 6th October to Friday 10th October GL Assessment Baseline Reports
• Wednesday 3rd December – Progress Report 1 & Information Evening
• Monday 8th December to Friday 19th December – Academic Mentoring
• Tuesday 6th January (4.15pm – 7.15pm) – Year 7 Parent’s Evening (virtual) 
• Wednesday 29th April – Progress Report 2
• Tuesday 5th May to Friday 15th May – Academic Mentoring

#CLASSOF2030

https://www.theferrers.org/policies/


Help & Support

#CLASSOF2030

Where do I go if I need 
support at break, lunch or 

after school?

HOUSE OFFICE

1. Form Tutor

2. Student Support Assistant

3. Senior Tutor

4. Senior Leader
Please allow two working days for 

non-urgent replies

Mrs Chambers

Mrs Smart

Mr Jackson

Miss York

1. Form Tutor 

2. Student Support Assistant (SSA)

3. Senior Tutor

4. Senior Link



PLEDGES
• 154 individual PLEDGES 

awarded at Bronze 

Level for Y7 and some 

students even hitting 

Silver

• 2 students have 

achieved their overall 

Bronze PLEDGES

Share with your form tutor or email 

PLEDGES@theferrers.org



Session 6



GL Assessments
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GL Assessments



Cognitive Ability Tests 

CATs

#CLASSOF2030

Baseline point providing a view of 

both current skills as well as hidden 

potential.

Provides a unique profile of 

strengths and weaknesses across 

four areas known to make a 
difference to learning and 

achievement, allowing us to target 

support, provide an appropriate 

level of challenge and make 
informed decisions about a 

student’s progress. 

October 2025



New Group Reading 

Tests (NGRTs)

#CLASSOF2030 October 2025



Progress Test Series 

PTE/PTM/PTS

Measuring knowledge, understanding and application of the core subjects.

• English: focuses on grammar, punctuation and spelling, and on reading 

comprehension, using age-appropriate fiction and information texts.

• Maths: assesses key aspects of age-appropriate maths, including mental arithmetic.

• Science: measures two dimensions of science learning; understanding of science 

content and working scientifically (application of skills).

Allows us to measure both in-year and year-on-year progress and identify, and act upon, 

gaps in learning at both an individual and cohort level. 

October 2025#CLASSOF2030



Minimum Target Grades 

MTGs

Statistical targets based on how similar students performed nationally in that subject – 

similar students are defined as similar prior attainment (CATs), gender and month of birth. 

These targets are not prophecies….they present possibilities and pose meaningful 

questions. 

#CLASSOF2030



Progress Review Points

In year 7 and 8 we report academic progress using progress indicators, a grade much less focused on the end 

point target, which is a long way off, and more on how well they are moving forward from their starting point 

towards that target. Based on teacher judgement looking at work produced, assessment in lessons and how 

they feel the students are progressing and on how they have performed on end of unit tests. 

Progress Indicators:

P+ Making more than expected progress

P Making expected progress

P- Making less than expected progress

#CLASSOF2030



Progress Review Points



Year 7 Curriculum

• In year 7 and 8, all students are taught in mixed ability 

classes, based upon their CATs and SATs scores. 

• There are opportunities for stretch and challenge as well 

as support in each scheme of work to ensure all students 

have the appropriate teaching.

Year 7 Curriculum Overview

https://www.theferrers.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Year-7-Curriculum-Overview-2025-26.pdf


Homework

• Getting into good habits.

• Details recorded on Teams – weekly for English (reading and spelling), maths (Sparx – teacher set 

according to students’ level) and science (Tassomai); fortnightly for all other subjects. 

• Homework club in the library until 4.15pm each day. 



English

NGRT – provides us with a reader profile and reading age allowing us to support children with what they need 

to improve their reading skills.

Fast Read – Y7 start with immersive reading where they read two suitably challenging texts back to back with 

the aim of improving their vocabulary and fluency. This starts their mastery journey in English.

We use NMM comparative judgement to assess children's writing where we are, like NGRT, given a writing 

profile and age to help us give children the right support.

Sparx Reader is designed for deliberate reading – the aim is for students to read slower and with care.

6 lessons per fortnight

2 GCSE grades – Language and Literature



English

The Y7 Curriculum is built on Reading where oracy and writing skills are taught through the texts being 

studied. Children get to read novels, plays and poetry.

Reading – Encourage your child to share their Sparx Reader book with you. Discuss the book with them. What 

did they think of the plot or a character? Why did they like it or dislike it? What are they going to choose to read 

next? Why? 

Spelling – Help your child with their spelling . Perhaps focus on a few each day. Are there any other words they 

find difficult to remember? Add those to create their personal spelling list.

Vocabulary – you could support your child with vocabulary games such as scrabble or wordle.

Writing – Encourage your child to keep writing.  They could write something for our English writing competitions 

– details are in the library or on the broadcast.  Handwriting is important so this is an area that you could help 

with.



Maths

Make maths in everyday life the ‘norm’, encouraging your child to add up the shopping bill up as you go around the 

shops, even if its an estimate by rounding or look at your energy bills together and calculate the percentage increase 

in cost. Saying that maths can be understood by all, they may just not have it yet! 

Your child can complete independent learning on topics using Sparx, beyond the set homework. 

6 lessons per fortnight

1 GCSE grade



Sparx Homework

Our aim is for all students to complete 100% of their homework.

Set weekly, based on what students have just learnt.

Students simply need to log in. 



Sparx Assessment

Independent Learning: Closing the gap following an assessment.



Maths

Our top tips for you and your child when using 
Sparx Maths...
•Encourage them to tackle it on their own
•Nudge them to use the support videos
•Suggest that they start early to give plenty of time 
for help if they need it.
•Encourage students to complete their calculations 
in their book.



Science

Encourage them to see how science affects their everyday life by reading about and then discussing science in the 

news. CBBC Newsround or National Geographic Kids are great age-appropriate online resources.

There are lots of online resources to support with the concepts covered through our science curriculum, the most 

important thing is that they practice applying the knowledge to questions as opposed to just trying to memorise facts.  

Tassomai is an app that helps with recall of facts and concepts learnt throughout the curriculum.

• BBC Bitesize 

• Cognito practice questions 

• CGP revision guide and workbook 

6 lessons per fortnight

2 or 3 GCSE grades

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z4kw2hv
https://cognitoedu.org/home
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/ks3/science/shs35-new-ks3-science-complete-revision


Why Support at Home is 

so Important

#CLASSOF2030

Parental involvement is crucial for academic 

success and emotional well-being.

Encourages motivation, reduces stress, and 
fosters a positive study environment.

Supports developing independent learning 

skills and responsibility.



Please do 

give us some 

feedback
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