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1. Overview of the target setting process and GCSE grading system

2. Overview of PPEs 

3. How to support your child with revision 

4. Year 11 and beyond – what to expect, including careers and next steps

Mr Downs
CL English

Mr Adams 
CL Maths

Dr Mellor
CL Science

Mrs Garrod
Assistant Principal

Mrs Prince
Head of Sixth Form



Why are target grades 

so important?

#CLASSOF2026

Target grades offer a framework for success, allowing students to aim for specific academic 

goals, track their progress, and adjust their efforts as needed.

1. Provides clear goals 

2. Motivates and focusses effort 

3. Tracks progress over time

4. Helps teachers identify needs

5. Prepares for future opportunities 

6. Builds academic responsibility and self-discipline 

Target grades should be seen as part of an 

ongoing learning process, with room for 

improvement and personal development



Cognitive Ability Tests 

CATs
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Baseline point providing a view of both current skills as well as hidden potential.

Provides a unique profile of strengths and weaknesses across four areas (‘batteries’) known 

to make a difference to learning and achievement, allowing us to target support, provide 

an appropriate level of challenge and make informed decisions about a student’s progress. 

In the absence of Key Stage 2 SATs data 
(Covid-19), CATs data has been used to 

help generate statistical attainment 

targets. 



Minimum Target Grades 

MTGs
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Statistical targets based on how similar students performed nationally in that subject – 

similar students are defined as similar prior attainment (CATs), gender and month of birth. 

These targets are, however, not prophecies….they present possibilities and pose 

meaningful questions. 



Pre-Public Exams

PPEs
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Monday 10th November – Friday 21st November



Why Support at Home is 

so Important
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Parental involvement is crucial for academic 

success and emotional well-being.

Encourages motivation, reduces stress, and 
fosters a positive study environment.

Supports developing independent learning 

skills and responsibility.



1. Create a Dedicated 

Study Space
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✓ A quiet, well-lit study space is essential to help focus and reduce distractions.

✓ Keep materials like textbooks, revision guides, notebooks, pens and a 

computer handy.  

Practical Tip: Let your child personalise 

the study space so they feel comfortable 

and motivated.



2. Develop a Revision 

Timetable

#CLASSOF2026

✓ Help your child create a realistic, balanced revision timetable that includes all subjects.

✓ Revision should be balanced with relaxation and downtime to avoid burnout.

✓ Encourage breaks for hobbies, physical activity, or socialising to avoid revision fatigue.

Practical Tip: Set clear, achievable goals 

for each revision session (e.g., “practise 

questions on trigonometry").

Revision Timetable Maker / Study Planner

https://getrevising.co.uk/planner


3. Encourage Active 

Learning Techniques

#CLASSOF2026

✓ Active learning increases retention and understanding of material.

✓ Key techniques include summarising, using flashcards, making mind maps, and teaching others.

Practical Tip: Encourage your child to 

create their own flashcards, which help 

reinforce key points. Have them explain 

what they’ve learned to you or a sibling.



4. Note-taking & 

Keywords
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✓ Encourage your child to summarise key points from each topic into concise notes.

Practical Tip: Encourage them to use 

colours, symbols, or diagrams in their 

notes to make them more engaging and 

memorable.



5. Mind Mapping
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✓ Mind mapping helps visualise connections between concepts, making revision more effective.

Practical Tip: Encourage them to use 

colours, symbols, or diagrams in their 

notes to make them more engaging and 

memorable.



6. Break Revision into 

Manageable Chunks
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✓ Large amounts of information can be overwhelming. 

✓ Breaking it down into smaller chunks makes it more digestible.

✓ The Pomodoro technique (25 minutes of study, followed by a 5-minute break) can boost productivity.

Practical Tip: Set a timer for study 

sessions and encourage your child to 

take regular breaks.



7. Spaced Repetition 
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✓ Spaced repetition involves revisiting topics at increasing intervals to improve long-term memory.

✓ This helps retain information better than cramming.

Practical Tip: Use apps like Quizlet, 

Sparks, or Tassomai that help students 

space out their review sessions.



8. Teach Others 

#CLASSOF2026

✓ This involves explaining a concept in simple terms, as if teaching it to someone else.

✓ This forces the student to identify gaps in their knowledge.

Practical Tip: After your child studies a 

topic, ask them to explain it to you in their 

own words.



9. Self-Testing
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✓ Self-testing is one of the most effective ways to strengthen memory and recall.

✓ Encourage your child to test themselves regularly to improve their recall of information.

✓ Completing past exam papers also helps students familiarise themselves with question formats and time 

management.

Practical Tip: Have your child practice 

under timed conditions and review the 

answers together to identify areas for 

improvement.



Revision Tips
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Revision Tips
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Revision Tips
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Revision Tips
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Online Revision Sessions
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Additional Revision 

Resources
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Examples of free to use online resources:

www.physicsandmathstutor.com

www.senecalearning.com

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize

www.sparxmaths.uk

www.cognitoedu.org

www.mathsgenie.co.uk

Examples of resources available to purchase: 

www.cgp.co.uk
Examples of specifications freely available to download:

www.aqa.org.uk

http://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/
http://www.senecalearning.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
http://www.sparxmaths.uk/
http://www.cognitoedu.org/
http://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/


English Language

English Literature
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Year and Term Content Progress

Year 9, Terms 4 and 5 Worlds & Lives Poetry Anthology

Year 9, Term 6 Unseen Poetry

Year 10, Terms 1 and 2 A Christmas Carol

Year 10, Term 3 Language Paper Two

Year 10, Terms 4 and 5 Macbeth

Year 11, Terms 1 and 2 Language Paper One and Spoken Language

Year 11, Terms 3 and 4 An Inspector Calls and Topic Revision Carousel 



English Language

English Literature

#CLASSOF2026
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English Language

English Literature
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- Encourage attendance to all 'power half-an-hour 

Session 6s on a Monday

- Completion of the daily plan task at home, plus any 

additional work for teachers to peruse.

- Use of SOME online revision materials – Mr Bruff is 

always a good one, but please avoid Mr Everything 

English!

- Encourage as much attendance to lessons as 

possible - average of 13% 7+ in the last two academic 

years.

- Talk to us and keep us in the loop: 

RDowns@theferrers.org

mailto:RDowns@theferrers.org


Mathematics
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What is studied?
Two tiers Foundation (up to grade 5) and Higher (3-9)

Three papers paper 1 non calculator, paper 2 and paper 3 calculator.
Exam board AQA

Scheme of work completed by Christmas (foundation ) and Easter (higher)



Mathematics
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What is happening in school?
Continuation of scheme of learning

Review of homework revision based

Wednesday exam style questions (strive to 5) and (7+ exam questions)
Adapting teaching to fill gaps highlighted from above

Session 6 and morning intervention currently cover year 9 and 10 content

Sparxs revision turned on



Mathematics
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What can you do as a parent?

Extra sessions (intervention)  – every Wednesday 3.00 to 3.30 

Invitation only intervention registration (Tue/Wed)
Written exam workbook questions (Sparx optional)

Online revision Corbett Maths

Encourage attendance and punctuality to lessons

Any issues speak to your child's Maths teacher

Homework help



Mathematics
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Try to avoid the following.
Do not use the phrase "I was never any good at maths"

Do not try and cram maths (little and often)

Do not buy a revision guide and just read it (practise questions)
Do not use AI to help create questions and answer (not in spec/incorrect 

answers/unknown methods)



Mathematics
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Mathematics
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Science
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Science
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The Secrets of 

success in 

Science- 

revision and 

consolidation 



Science
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The Secrets of 

success in 

Science- 

revision and 

consolidation 

Extra sessions (intervention)  – every 

Thursday 3.00 to 3.30 

These are designed to compliment 

consolidation which takes place at home. 

Two sessions : 

A: Triple 

B : Trilogy 

Focus is on required experiments  and key 

recall 



Science
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The Secrets of 

success in 

Science- 

revision and 

consolidation 



Science
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The Secrets of 

success in 

Science- 

revision and 

consolidation 

B : A year 12 student who underperformed by 

two levels in the Christmas mock, who beat 

their target grade at GCSE.  

Me : So what was the secret of your success?

B : “I watched all those videos you used in 

lessons and revised, do you know what, I think 

revision actually works”

Me : ……..



Maximize Your Potential – 23rd October 2025       15 days

First set of PPEs – 10th November – 21st November 2025    33 days

Last day of Autumn Term – 19th December 2025       72 days

Christmas Day – 25th December 2025          78 days 

First day of Spring Term – 5th January 2026        89 days

Progress Review Point 2 – 6th January 2026        90 days

Parents Evening  – 27th & 29th January 2026        111 days

Second set of PPEs – 23rd February – 6th March 2026     138 days

     
Start of GCSE exams - May 2026 

                         End of GCSE exams – June 2026   
 GCSE results day – 20th August 2026

#Class of 2026



Session 6
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The Prom

JUNE 2026



Your options after year 11



Local Offers



Open 

Evening 

Thursday 6th 

November

4.45-7.00pm



The Ferrers Sixth Form



The Benefits of the Sixth Form:

 Every student is well-known and catered for

 Smaller group/class sizes

 Bespoke provision, Football Scholarship programme

 A broad range of course offer

 The ability to respond to the needs and 
requirements of every student

 A Sixth Form that listens - you can help to shape and 
influence

 Innovative approach to developing you 
educationally 

 An outstanding enrichment programme to help you 
to develop beyond academia

The Ferrers Sixth Form



#Class of 2026
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