
Why study English Language and Literature? 
A Level English Language and Literature presents clear continuity from GCSE 

English and GCSE English Literature, with the study of literary and non-fiction 

written and spoken texts. The course also enables students to develop their 

creativity and expertise by producing their own original writing. Students 

explore texts of greater variety and challenge than those encountered at GCSE 

and learn to apply linguistic and literary concepts and methods to their analysis 

of texts. 

What will you study? 

Year 12  
Throughout Year 12, you will be taught to explore the key narrative themes of 
‘The Great Gatsby’, analysing Fitzgerald’s sophisticated and nostalgic style.  You 
will then take a journey through Duffy’s ‘Rapture’, an anthology of poems that 
explores her inner most thoughts about love – the highs and the lows!  Provided 
by the examination board, you will also study a non-fiction anthology, extending 
your linguistic analysis by exploring a variety of written and spoken texts, 
ranging from advertisements to political speeches. Those interested in 
developing their writing skills will be pleased to see there is also a creative 
writing element in Unit 3. 

Year 13  

Exploring literary concepts is a key feature in Unit 2, using ‘A Streetcar Named 
Desire’ to consider the reception and the impact a drama text.  The Non-
Examined Assessment unit allows you freedom to explore non-fiction texts on 
themes that interest you and then recreate your own non-fiction writing style.   

How will you study? 
The course will be taught by interweaving high quality analysis with 

development of your own style – creative and analytical.   

How will you be assessed?  
Throughout the two years there will be termly assessments and examinations, 

with feedback given in a variety of way by your subject teachers. The three 

written public examinations will all take place at the end of Year 13: Paper 1 

non-fiction and spoken texts; Paper 2 - the language of poetry and plays; Paper 

3 - reading as a writer, writing as a reader.  The Non-Examined Assessment will 

count for 20% of student achievement. 

What do I need to study the course? 
Entry requirements: you will need an APS of 4.5+, with at least a 5+ in English 

Language and English Literature. 

Skills and attributes: good analytical skills with the confidence to participate in 

groups discussions.  A love of English and reading is a must! 

Which subjects combine well with English Language and 

Literature? 

Drama and History. 

 

 

"Description begins 

in the writer’s 

imagination but 

should finish in the 

reader’s." 

Stephen King 
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