12th June 2026

Headteacher update

Dear Parents, Carers and Families,

It has been great to celebrate Healthy Week this week in school.
The children have engaged a wide range of activities to expand
their understanding of what it means to be healthy and why this
is important. Children have been active, particularly in today’s
Sports Day. Thank you for your support of this, especially in the
less-than-pleasant weather, and for being there to cheer on your
children. We will let children know the overall winner in assembly
on Monday! They have also learnt more about a healthy diet,
thanks to a presentation from Caterlink, our school meals
provider, with children in Reception and Key Stage One then
applying this knowledge to making their own fruit kebabs and
fruit salads. Children have also considered how to keep a healthy
mind, with the school participating in a pebble painting activity to
‘do something different’.

Unfortunately, the Water Safety assembly mentioned in last
week’s newsletter was unable to take place due to the presenter
being ill. This has, however, been rescheduled for July 6.
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It's certainly been a busy week! Away from Healthy Week, there have
been lots of other things going on as well. On Wednesday, a Local
Authority moderator came into Somersham to look at writing in Year 6.
This type of visit happens every few years to check on the accuracy of
teachers’ assessment. I'm pleased that the moderators agreed with
the judgements of the teachers and were very complimentary about
the quality of writing they read. Well done to the children and the staff
team.

A reminder that school is closed next Friday for an INSET day.
Teachers will be working with colleagues from schools across Meridian
trust to look at planning for next academic year. We hope children
enjoy the extra day!

With best wishes for a lovely weekend,

Jonathan Clarke and the SPS Team

Az Meridian
«¥ Trust



Thursday 18" June

Key Dates - updates in

Class photos

Thursday 18™ June @ 16:00

PFA Make a Difference Evening

Friday 19" June

INSET day - school closed to children

Tuesday 23" (Barn Owl and Osprey) and
Wednesday 24" (Red Kite) June

Year 5/6 trip to Ferry Meadows

Thursday 25" and Friday 26" June

Abbey College transition

Week beginning Monday 29" June

PSHE Life Bus visiting Somersham

Wednesday 1* July

KS1 trip to Hunstanton

Thursday 2" July

Meridian Trust Arts Showcase (Choir,
French Choir and Irish Dance Club)

Wednesday 1%, Tuesday 7" and Thursday 9"
July

Cromwell Community College transition

Monday 6™ July

Water Safety Assembly

Thursday 9" and Friday 10" July

St Ivo School transition

Friday 10™ July

PFA Colour Run

Tuesday 14" and Wednesday 15™ July (14:00)

Year 5/6 production to parents/carers

Wednesday 15" July

Robin class trip to Ramsey Heights
Nature Reserve

Thursday 16" July

Wren class trip to Ramsey Heights
Nature Reserve




Reception

Healthy

As this was our theme for the week, we learned
that being healthy means eating well, staying
active, getting enough rest, and doing things

that help our bodies grow strong and our minds
feel happy. We also explored the different ways
we can keep ourselves healthy. Can your child
remember any of these? What does your family
do to stay healthy? We would love to hear
about the healthy habits you practise at homel!

Year1/2

Healthy

During Healthy Week we have discussed what
healthy means (both physically and mentally).
Can your child think of different ways that we
can be healthy? What activities can we do that
are healthy?

Year 3/4

Tourist

In Geography, we have started our new topic
learning about Spain. We will be exploring the
question: Why is Spain a popular tourist
destination? Can you tell someone at home
what a tourist is? Have you ever been a tourist?

Year 5/6

Meander

This week in geography, we have been learning
about features of rivers and how they create
meanders along their course.

French

Years 3&4: Listen and sing along to this song
about sports: Jadore les sports

Years 5&6: Listen to this Haitian story: | want to
ride the tap tap!



https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3Dw82d807mHpI&data=05%7C02%7CJClarke%40somershamprimary.co.uk%7C2341a5ee77f6448816de08dec609be9d%7Ce1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e%7C0%7C0%7C639165942298383442%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FmUs2ECgHYdrKXVXbDTYYoKci0R5hk%2FXoqDn9VsFoeo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3Dv1t4hUPo84c&data=05%7C02%7CJClarke%40somershamprimary.co.uk%7C2341a5ee77f6448816de08dec609be9d%7Ce1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e%7C0%7C0%7C639165942298440196%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iO8wfsNcViLs7B8RJvCOzap463gmX6qCDHAkrvIyD%2BI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3Dv1t4hUPo84c&data=05%7C02%7CJClarke%40somershamprimary.co.uk%7C2341a5ee77f6448816de08dec609be9d%7Ce1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e%7C0%7C0%7C639165942298440196%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iO8wfsNcViLs7B8RJvCOzap463gmX6qCDHAkrvIyD%2BI%3D&reserved=0

SOMERSHAM PFA INVITES YOU TO OUR

MARE A

TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE OUR SCHOOL
AN EVEN BETTER PLACE TO LEARN AND GROW!

DATE: : TIME: LOCATION:

THURSDAY : APM o Somersham
18TH JUNE .~ Primary School

OUR TO-DO LIST WILL INCLUDE TASKS SUCH AS:
; . DEEP CLEANING
| . GARDENING AND OUTDOOR TIDYING
»  GENERAL REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE

ANY TOOLS & GARDENING EQUIPMENT YOU
CAN BRING WOULD REALLY HELP

LET'S COME TOGETHER SMALL

AND SHOW THE POWER _ ACTIONS.
cqmurﬁ;r SPIRIT! BlG IMPACT. _

EVERY HELPING HAND MAKES A DIFFERENCE - THANK YOU!







At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and ed s with the fid and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationolcollege.com.
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CREATIVEWAYS TO |

Reading regularly has a life-long impact, yet recent data from the National Literacy Trust shows a decline in reading for
pleasure among 8- to 18-year-olds, with just 32.7% enjoying it in 2025. Despite growing distractions, there are practical
ways adults can spark a love of reading. This guide offers strategies and resources to help inspire young readers.

'l VALUE ALL READING

~ When we think about reading, it's very

easy to picture a young person reading

a fictional novel; however, reading s so

much mere than this. To help them understand,

why not show them how to create a 24-hour

~“ reading dlary? Jot down all reading and then
discuss this with them. By doing this, you can
demanstrate the many ways we turn to reading.

5 WIDEN THE
SELECTION

Once we knwnadngem bevurbd.wenaed
to think about the sel of

6 TALK BOOKS

There are times when we need silence
to read and focus on our book; however, we
know that reading Is a social experience, so we
must also factor in di: ion time. Reading the &
same book gives two people a connection and

the opportunity to voice their thoughts and

questions about it. Why not buy two copies of a

book and read it together? Start the connection.
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7 RECOMMENDATIONS

I; N i . A -
. f I b y As well as talking about the content of
p ' " books, we can share what we are reading
\ 4 : Y orhaveread recently. This can often act

ing as a trigger for someone elsa to explore it. How
they can access. Visita shop selling magazines, often have you watched a flim or serles because
the library and abookshop, and consider the ey someone else has recommended It? It's the
m range of thatis within them. r e V. same with books. I you know the young person
- Then congider how you might broaden their ; well, you can tailor your recommencdiations and
reading cholces, so all young people have share why you think theyll enjoy it.

accesstoa wldar:md variad salection. — \
ey . 8 GO DIGITAL
| 3 G’FT A BOOK With the rise in online digital material,

we can easily focus on the negatives; however, it

One simple way to ge reading Is also brings a wealth of opportunities. Resources
to make Im:ts iunl':paclul. Gifting a book adds can aid and enhance the reading experience for
value and it's ing tobe tr young pecple. They canread along with

Whether it's as a reward or for a celebration like
a birthday, let the young person choose a title or
pick one you know they will enjoy. You could also
include uperlanﬂl note inside.

2 couuscr WITH
AUTHORS

Mesting authors can certainly spark an interest
in their reading material. This might be through
a live event in a school/bookshop or by using the
mdlh of online material that is now available.

g people to look at ways to
connectwith authars using free resources such
- as Authorfy and Just Imagine’s Children's
5 Authors Live.

BUILD YOUR -
® KNOWLEDGE )]

Access training about reading for ploasure
to widen your um.‘l.rmding of th bnpll: and,
more impor y, how to develop it. Explore a
wide range of free resources thatcan be found
online. The more you know, the better placed
you are to inspire a love of reading in others.

audiobooks, translate, and track their reading
goals with resources like Polylino and apps like
Goodreads for older children. Augmented reality
books also bring books to life and offer a great

way for engagemant.

BT
9 RECONNECT “

Thare can come a time whan a love of raading
seems to disappear. it does not mean it's gone
forever; it generally means they have lostthe
connection. How do we get it back? Find the next
plece of reading material thot sparks thelr
current interests. The National Year of Reading
focus of ‘Go All In" captures this well as itis their
key theme. As children grow and change, so do
their interests. A visit to the local library isa
greatway to support the reconnection.

em—
10 LEAD BY EXAMPLE _¢

Let them se8 you reading. If you maoke

time to road,yuu send a strong message

to child atters. Share why you
enjoy it.lsitto rnlux, escape the world, learn
something new or to be entertained? When
children see reading as anormal and valued
part of everyday lifa, they are more likaly to
adopt it themselves.

Meet Our Expert {"¢ , The

Carl Pattison is aliterocy advisor and early reading expert ot The National \ N i I
College. Through his programmes, he supports schools to enhance reading . ) Ot ona
and writing. In addition to his Independent work, he also works for alarge w Yt colle )
academy trust in the East Midlands as the strategic lead for their English Hub — S 9

and Literacy Excellence Centre.

(see fulllreference list onounwebsite)

X @wake_up_weds K3 /wuwthenationalcollege @ @wake.upwednesday ¢} @wake.upweds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion, Noliability Is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 04.03.2026
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