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1. Introduction

Welcome to the Year 8 Options Booklet.

This booklet aims to provide information about
the courses available at Sharnbrook Academy to
students entering Year 9 in September 2026. All
courses are of three years duration, continuing to
the end of Year 11.

"

Students will follow the core subjects as well as
making 4 subject choices as follows:

Guided Choice 1: Humanities subject
Geography, History or Religious Studies

Guided Choice 2: Creative or Modern Foreign
Language subject

Dance, Drama, Fine Art, Graphic Communication,
Music, French or Spanish

Free Choice 3: All subjects
Free Choice 4: All subjects

Further details regarding each subject can be
found on the school website https://sharnbrook.
academy/options-subjects-information/

Sharnbrook Academy offers a range of GCSE and
Cambridge Nationals (Vocational) courses. For an
explanation about each type of qualification please
see an ‘Explanation of Qualifications’ on page 8
of this book and make use of the Government’s
National Careers Service: (nationalcareers.service.
gov.uKk).
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2. Choosing Your Courses

Choosing subjects and qualifications to study

in Years 9, 10 and 11 can seem daunting. Don’t
panic! There is a lot of information and advice
available to help you choose what is right for you.

We believe that breadth of study remains important
for all students, whilst also allowing the freedom to
specialise where appropriate.

All students will choose one humanities
subject, a creative or MFL subject, plus 2

free choices. Within these free choice slots,
students may select additional humanities,
creative or MFL subjects if they wish. Please
note, only one Art subject (Fine Art or Graphic
Communication) and one Sports course
(Outdoor Education or PE) can be taken.
Departments will guide you to choose the most
appropriate course for you.

What sort of person are you?

To help you decide what to choose, start by asking
yourself what you enjoy doing and what you are
good at.

Think about:

* What you are interested in: it could be other
cultures and languages, writing projects,
helping people, being outdoors or designing
things.

* What types of activity you enjoy most: working
things out and thinking them through, practical
activities or artistic options like painting,
drawing or performing music.

» What you are like at home, as well as in

school. What skills have you developed
following outside interests?

Use your Unifrog account to explore your career
ideas and work out which options will be best for
you.

Good information is the key to making successful
choices. Make sure that you allow yourself enough
time to research your career ideas, option choices
and possible progression routes.

What do | want to do when | finish my
courses in 20297

Do you know what you want to do after you leave
school? Maybe you already have some ideas —
or maybe not. When selecting your courses you
should consider a number of questions.

Do you want to:

» stay on at Sharnbrook Sixth Form?
Shamilroak
q St =ET™
+ goto College?

* getan Apprenticeship?

» plan to go to University to study a specific
subject?

* not have to think about any of this at the
moment.

These could all influence which options you
choose now.




What qualifications do | need to get there?

If you have got a career in mind there may be
some subject choices that are especially useful. If
you know what you want to do later in life, such as
become a doctor, a police officer, air cabin crew or
zoologist, you should find out what qualifications
you need to get there.

For more information about what qualifications
you may need for any job you may be interested
in, visit the explore careers section at www.
nationalcareers.service.gov.uk

When researching your options do keep in mind
what progression routes your option choices could
lead to.

Will it help me in my future career?

A good deal of information, advice and guidance
will be available before the final decision about
course choices is reached. Students should

be prepared to seek individual advice from
appropriate staff (form tutors, subject staff, careers
staff and head of house) as well as using Unifrog
to explore career routes and subject combinations.
It is hoped that considerable discussion, both

at school and at home, will lead to the most
appropriate choices being made.

What are the right options for me?

It is important to choose options that interest and
motivate you.

* What interests you?

*  What makes you work hard?

Do | like the subject?

The most important thing is that you choose
courses that you think you will enjoy. Be careful
that you do not choose a subject just because
your friends are going to do it or because you like
the teacher taking you this year (you may get a
different teacher next year).

Am | good at it?

Obviously choosing a subject in which you can be
successful will increase personal satisfaction and
levels of motivation.

Will my course choices keep my future options
open?

All students continue to study a strong core of
subjects that provide an essential foundation for
future learning. Alongside this, your option choices
give you the opportunity to shape your pathway
around the subjects you enjoy, and those in which
you feel you can achieve highly. You do not need
to choose a broad mix for the sake of it; instead
you should select subjects that suit your interests,
strengths and future plans. However, please keep
in mind that some A-level or Level 3 vocational
courses may need you to have studied specific
subjects at Key Stage 4.

Do | know what the course will involve?

This booklet contains information on the courses
available next year. Further details are shown on
the Academy website. Students should actively
seek further information, advice and guidance from
subject teachers.

All departments will be providing information over
the next few weeks, including subjects you may not
have studied before.
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e Careers leam

The school has a dedicated Careers Adviser who
is in school two days a week offering interviews to
help guide students through their career choices
and future options. As students start to consider
their future, we offer careers education and
guidance via the curriculum and 1:1 meetings with
the Careers Adviser, which all students will be
invited to attend.

The landscape of education, training and
employment opportunities that students and parents
need to navigate is more complex and challenging
than that faced by previous generations. In year 8
students have reached the first key decision making
point in their career journey.

Help for Parents and Carers

As a parent or carer you will be keen to help your
child make decisions about their future — without
limiting their options? If you need to find out more we
would suggest the following sites:

https://www.gov.uk/browse/education

This is the Government’s site for education and
learning. There are links to find out more about
education, apprenticeships and training for 14-19
year olds.

https://nationalcareersservice.gov.uk

The National Careers Service has advisers to

offer careers information. You can take an online
skills assessment, answering questions about your
interests, to see careers that may suit you. You
can browse hundreds of job profiles to discover
what different roles involve, including qualifications
needed, possible salary, progression opportunities
and a description of daily tasks.
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Final Tips:

Remember:

Think carefully about the subjects you are good
at and consider taking the subjects that interest
you most, as this may lead to your best results.

Use all the information available to you to
research the courses carefully, and talk to your
subject teachers, form tutor and family about
your choices.

Think ahead to your future; if you have a
career in mind, research the qualifications you
need.

Don’t rush your decisions or leave them until
the last minute.

Don’t choose a subject because you think it
looks “EASY”. There is no such thing as an
easy subject as all courses will stretch and
challenge you.

X 3
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3. Key Dates 2026

Make sure you meet the
deadlines for submitting

your choices to avoid
disappointment.

March 2026 Options process begins. Details provided to
students in lessons.
Tuesday 24th March | Year 8 Parents’ Consultation.
Week beg [13th April [» Assembly with Mrs Watt.
Monday * Options booklet issued to students.
* Unifrog activities completed in IT lessons.
Thursday |23rd April |Options information evening 5.00pm - 7.30pm.
Friday 24th April |Options choice form open for completion.
Wednesday | 6th May Option choices form deadline.

Throughout the above period there will be an on-going support
programme including guidance from subject specialists and form tutors.

Week 5th June |Option subjects confirmed with timetable for
ending launch lessons.

Weeks beg | 8th/22nd | Option launch lessons begin (3 per subject).
Monday June
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4. Organisation of Curriculum

The course details outlined in this booklet are
divided into two categories:

» Core subjects
* Optional subjects
Core subjects

These are subjects taken by ALL students and
they consist of:

* English language and English literature

* Mathematics

» Science - Separate or Combined

These are full examination courses leading to
GCSEs.

Students will also continue with Core PE lessons.

Optional subjects

The optional subjects available are listed
alphabetically in this booklet with further details
available online. Some subjects have a range of
courses available to meet the learning preferences
of the students.

Explanation of Qualifications
For more information about the different

qualifications and to find out what the qualification
levels mean please visit the GOV.UK website.
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Qualifications available in GCSE and Cambridge
Nationals

The table below outlines the comparative grades
of GCSE and Vocational Cambridge Nationals.
GCSE'’s are Level 2 qualifications and a grade 4 is
termed a standard pass.
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To see examples of qualifications and how the
different levels compare please visit the Ofqual

Ofqual

Sharmbrook

:
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Entry to Sixth Form Please note that when
applying to the sixth form there may be specific
requirements for courses. Please see the sixth
form courses and admissions sections on the
school website for full details.
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5. Subject Index

Core Subjects

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
ENGLISH LITERATURE
MATHEMATICS

SCIENCE

CORE PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Guided and Optional Subjects:

Students can choose 1 humanities subject, 1 creative/MFL subject and 2 free choices.

ART AND DESIGN 10
BUSINESS 11
COMPUTER SCIENCE 12
CREATIVE iMEDIA 13
DANCE 14
DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 14
DRAMA 15
FILM STUDIES 16
FOOD PREPARATION AND

NUTRITION 17

HISTORY

LANGUAGES

MUSIC

OUTDOOR EDUCATION
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
RELIGIOUS STUDIES
SOCIOLOGY

19
19
20
21
22
23
24



ART AND DESIGN
(Guided Choice 2 - Creative subject)

There are two different Art courses available at a GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION

GCSE: (please note you can only take 1 art course)

* Fine Art
* Graphic Communication

FINE ART

This course offers a broad range of skills which
develop a competency in drawing and painting
initially. With a foundation of skills learned in year 9
and the development of individual projects in years
10 and 11, students are able to evolve creative and
diverse outcomes to a high standard. The range
of work produced is also supported by referencing
artists’ approaches and techniques.

Graphic communication is the process of conveying
information and ideas in visual form, using

image and text. Its messages are displayed on
posters, logos, packaging, book covers, apps and
advertising.

This is a specialist course that combines artistic
flair, design ideas and digital and traditional
techniques. We aim to develop students’ visual
communication skills.

All projects will include visual research and drawing
as starting points, but the main focus will be on
digital skills in lettering, illustration and photography.
Students will become proficient in the use of Adobe
lllustrator and Photoshop.

Students will have the opportunity to explore
types of drawing, mixed media, 3D ceramics,
printmaking and painting. Areas of study cover Assessment Method Students will be expected to have a set of sketching
still life work, portraiture and a range of mixed All courses in art and desian are externall pencils, colouring pencils, fine liner pens and
themes. Students will need to purchase their esig . y access to a camera.

. L moderated and are weighted:
own sketchbook and some drawing and painting

equipment for the start of the course. «  60% Coursework (as a major independent . .

If you wish to work in any of the creative industries project developed in year 10 and 11) All courses in art and d.e8|gn are externally
as an artist or designer, and plan to take A level art moderated and are weighted:

in the 6th form, you should choose one of these
courses to progress to further art courses/training.

Assessment Method

40% Exam (a 10 hour practical in April of year

11) 60% Coursework Portfolio (developed across

the 3 years)
*  40% Controlled Assignment (a 10 hour practical

in April of year 11).
For further information see
Mr C Webb

For further course details please see the school website




BUSINESS

GCSE Business Studies - OCR

Business makes the world go round. It creates
wealth, economies depend on it, and the profits
that businesses make finance public services.

In business studies GCSE you will study topics
in the following areas:

Business Activity - what is an entrepreneur and
what makes them successful? You will learn about
the different types of businesses and who owns
them. Decisions re production, sales and pricing,
and where products should be made.

Marketing - how do businesses find out who their
customers and competitors are? What products
are required? The life of a product from design,
production, introduction and growth.

People (Human Resources) - how businesses
recruit and train the right staff and keep them
working well. Organisational structure and
employment law.

Business Operations - production methods used
to make everyday products you might buy. The
importance of quality and efficiency, customer
service and business location.

Finance - business set up funding, operational
costs and making a profit. Financial statements.

Influences on Business - consideration of the
environment and economic climate. You will also
look at the ever increasing importance of ethics on
the public image of the business.

Assessment Method

Assessment consists of 2 written exam papers
completed at the end of Year 11:

Paper 1: Business Activity, Marketing and People.
Worth 50% - 1hr 30 minutes.

Paper 2: Operations, Finance and Influences on
Business. Worth 50% - 1hr 30 minutes.

Students who opt for business often wish to learn
more about the world of work, are keen to pursue a
career in management, or set up their own business.

You will use a variety of skills throughout the

course including collecting and interpreting data,
communicating your findings, and identifying and
developing links between different parts of the
subject.These skills are in great demand and are
recognised and highly valued by employers, colleges
and universities. There are a variety of higher
education courses that are based around business
studies.

For further course details please see the school website

Business courses are an ideal qualification if you
wish to go straight into employment because they
give you an understanding of how businesses

are organised and the importance of staff and
customers. Some areas of employment have
further learning opportunities within them, such as
apprenticeships.
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For further information see

Mrs T Lloyd
-

| 1 - |

11



COMPUTER SCIENCE

GCSE Computer Science - OCR

Why choose Computer Science?

Computer Science is a dynamic and challenging
subject that helps you understand the technology
shaping the modern world. From smartphones and
games to artificial intelligence and cybersecurity,
Computer Science is about how computers

work, how they communicate, and how we use
programming to solve real world problems.

This GCSE is an excellent choice for students
who enjoy problem solving, logical thinking and
technology. You will learn how to think like a
computer scientist, while developing valuable skills
that are highly sought after by employers and
universities.

Outline of course

The course combines theory with practical
programming, giving a strong foundation in how
digital systems work and how software is created.

Computer Systems:

You will explore what happens inside a computer

and how devices connect and communicate,

including:

* how hardware and software work together

* memory, storage and data representation

» computer networks and how the internet works

» cyber security and protecting data

» systems software ie operating systems

» ethical, legal, cultural and environmental
impacts of digital technology

Computational Thinking, Algorithms and

Programming:

This unit focuses on how problems are solved us-

ing code and logic. You will learn:

* how to design and analyse algorithms

» programming fundamentals using Python

* how to write efficient, robust programmes

+ Boolean logic and design making

* how professional programmers use
development tolls and environments

Assessment Method
This is a linear course which means all assess-
ments are taken at the end of Year 11.

Paper 1: Computer Systems

Written exam (non-calculator) - 1 hour 30 minutes
80 marks - worth 50% of the GCSE.

A mixture of multiple choice, short answer and
extended response questions

For further course details please see the school website

Paper 2: Computational Thinking, Algorithms
and Programming

Written exam - 1 hour 30 minutes - 80 marks -
worth 50% of the GCSE.

Includes questions where you will write or refine
algorithms using Python or OCR’S reference
language.

By studying Computer Science, you will develop:

. Logical and computational thinking skills
. Problem-solving and analytical skills

. Programming and debugging skills

. Resilience and independence

. An understanding of digital responsibility

and online safety

These skills are useful in almost every career
pathway, not just computing.

For further information see

Mr M Dunn

12



CREATIVE iMEDIA

Cambridge National Certificate in Creative
Media level 1/2 - OCR

Creative iMedia offers an alternative (or companion)
to Computer Science and is assessed through a
combination of written examination and coursework.

You may be interested in this if you want an
engaging qualification where you will use your
learning in practical, real-life situations, such as:

» Developing visual identities for clients

* Planning and creating original digital graphics

* Planning, creating and reviewing original digital
media products

The qualification will help you to develop learning
and skills that can be used in other life and work
situations, such as:

+ Thinking about situations and deciding what is
required to be successful

» Exploring different options and choosing the
best way forward to solve a problem

* Exploring and generating original ideas to find
imaginative solutions to problems

» Selecting the best tools and techniques to solve
a problem

* Appropriate use of media to convey meaning

» Use of planning techniques to complete tasks in
an organised and timely way

Outline of course

Unit R093: Creative iMedia in the media industry:
Exam - worth 40%

the sectors, products and job roles that form the
media industry

» the legal and ethical issues considered, and
processes used to plan and create digital media
products

* how media codes are used within the creation of
media products to convey meaning, create impact
and engage audiences

how to choose the most appropriate format and
properties for different media products

Completing this unit will provide you with the basic
skills for further study or a range of creative job roles
within the media industry.

Unit R094: Visual identity and digital graphics:
Coursework - worth 30%

* how to develop visual identities for clients.

* how to apply the concepts of graphic design to
create original digital graphics which incorporate
your visual identity to engage a target audience.

Completing this unit will introduce the foundations for
further study or a wide range of job roles within the
media industry.

For further course details please see the school website

Unit R099: Digital Games: Coursework - worth 30%

* how to interpret client briefs to devise original
digital game concepts.

* how to create, edit, test and export playable
digital games you have designed

* how to plan digital games effectively and use a
Game Design Document to create engagement
among developers and clients.

Completing this unit will provide you with the basic
skills for further study or a range of creative and
technical job roles within the media industry.

For further information see

Mr M Dunn




DANCE
(Guided Choice 2 - Creative subject)

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY

GCSE Dance - AQA

Outline of course

This course is intended to develop students’
understanding and appreciation of a range of dance
styles, through performing, choreographing and
viewing dances. Students will have opportunities

to learn new dance techniques, take part in
choreography workshops and view professional dance
works both on video and at the theatre. Dance is a
performance art and students will be expected to take
part in any performance opportunities that arise to
prepare them for the practical examination at the end
of the course.

Assessment method

Component 1: Performance and Choreography:
each worth 30% of GCSE and 40 marks

» 2 set phrases - solo performance approx 1 minute.
Duet/trio performance - minimum 3 minutes

» Solo or group choreography. Solo - 2 to 2.5
minutes. Group - 2-5 dancers - 3 to 3.5 minutes
Component 2: Dance Appreciation:

Knowledge and understanding of processes and
performing skills. Critical appreciation of own and 6
professional dance works in an anthology.

Written exam of 1hr 30 minutes - worth 40% of GCSE
and 80 marks.

For further information see

Mrs T Falkner

What does a product designer do? How are products
designed? How do you figure out what people need
or want? What looks good, bad or ugly? What’s
inside your mobile or iPod? Or put simply everything
and anything to do with designing the products that
improve the quality of all our lives.

This course will allow candidates to learn about
a range of materials, manufacturing processes,
techniques and technologies and be able to use them
as appropriate to the design and make process.

Candidates will work with a mixture of materials
including: paper and card, wood, metal and plastics.
Students will develop their design skills through
freehand sketching, technical drawing and computer
aided design (CAD).

GCSE design and technology prepares students to
present ideas graphically, which can be very useful
for careers such as web design, management and
innovation.

Assessment Method

Written paper - 2 hours - worth 50%

Core technical principles, specialist technical
principles, designing and making principles.

Non-exam assessment - 30-35 hours - worth 50%

Substantial design and make task covering
investigation of context, designing, making, analysis
and evaluation.

Students will produce a working prototype and a
portfolio of evidence (max 20 pages) based on a
range of exam board set tasks.

For further course details please see the school website

Additional costs

The course involves a lot of practical skill and use

of materials. There is a cost of approximately £5 in
years 9 and 10 towards the materials used. In year
11, students are required to fund the materials used

to create their exam project.
14

For further information see

Miss R Keen



DRAMA
(Guided Choice 2 - Creative subject)

GCSE Drama - AQA

There are 2 pathways for completing GCSE
Drama:

* Acting
+ Design

Design routes offered are: costume (including
hair and make up), lighting (including projections),
set and props (including projections), sound and

puppetry.

This course offers students the opportunity to
explore drama as a practical art form. Students
will create and perform/design drama using their
theoretical knowledge. They will be encouraged
to become confident performers and designers,
gaining skills that are transferable to all walks of
life. Students will analyse and deconstruct texts to
find meaning, themes and contexts. It is important
that students are able to work with others and be
generous with their time (there will be times when
rehearsals take place after school).

The types of styles explored in GCSE are:
tension & suspense, gothic horror/grand guignol,
psychological thrillers, non-naturalism, and
naturalism.

Outline of course
The course is divided into 3 components:

* Understanding drama - knowledge and
understanding of how drama and theatre is
developed and performed. Ability to review
and analyse a set text (Noughts and Crosses)
from a designer, performer and director’s
perspective. Evaluation of the success of live
theatre.

* Devising drama (practical) - students will
create a piece of drama based on a set style
(gothic horror/grand guignol) for an audience.
Students can opt for design in this module if
they wish. Practical work is accompanied with
a podcast to document progress.

* Texts in practice (practical)- students will
bring 2 extracts from one play to life* (in
the style of naturalism), which they have to
rehearse, in a group or independently, and
then perform to an external examiner. Students
can opt for design in this module if they wish.

* Examples of past scripts used: 1984, A
Christmas Carol, Woman in Black, Two, The
Wasp, The Pillowman, Network, Ghost Stories.

Assessment Method

1. Understanding drama - written exam - 1 hour
45 minutes - worth 80 marks and 40% of the
GCSE.

* Understanding of drama and theatre
* Study of set text

* Live theatre production

For further course details please see the school website

2. Devising drama - practical and written
elements. Worth 60 marks and 40% of the GCSE.

* Process of creating devised drama

+ Performance of devised drama (as a performer
or designer)

» Analysis and evaluation of own work

This component is marked by teachers and
moderated by the AQA.

3. Texts in practice - this is a practical
component where students are assessed on a live
performance. This section is worth 40 marks and
20% of the GCSE.

Marked by an AQA assessor.

It is important that students get the opportunity to
see live theatre for inspiration and ideas. Recent
visits have been to Woman in Black, The 39 Steps,
Ocean at the end of the Lane, Yule Lads, Hound of
the Baskervilles and The Play that Goes Wrong.

For further information see

Mr M Walker
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