
2025Year 11 Forum
These are quotes about our 

Sixth Form to get you thinking 
about your next steps!
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"You get to learn about what 
you are interested in, not what 
you are forced to."

"Sixth form has not only made 
me feel more seen within the 
school but also feel more in 
control than I have at any other 
point in education."

"Sixth Form allows 
you to be more 
independent and 
have your own 
responsibility."

"The teachers speak to you 
differently because they 
know you chose to be there 
and love the subject."

"I really enjoy sixth form, 
there is so much freedom 
and you feel more like an 
independent person with 
being able to go out or do 
your studying at home. It's 
so different to main 
school."

"You get so much more 
independence and free time to keep 
on top of your work."



•Examination results 2025 – Year 11
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•Examination results 2025 – Year 11
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Above the red line means we 
are better than the national 

average for progress by the end 
of year 11

Academic Excellence
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•Examination results 2025 – Post 16
BTEC A Level
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Academic Excellence – Post 16

• Achieved outcomes



The importance of 
good attendance and 
routines

Bed time?

Turn phone off time?

Morning alarm(s)?

Pack school bag night 
before or in the 
morning?



Between Now and Christmas
Today Year 11 Forum
7th October Tutor Evening in school
14th October Maximise visit the school
23rd October Mock exam timetables assembly
27th October Half term holiday
6th November 6th Form open evening
10th November Mock exam window (2 weeks)
16th December Learning profile 2 comes out showing predicted 

grades



Date Event

Tuesday 16th September 6 – 7.30pm Year 11 Forum evening (for both parents and 
students)

Week commencing 15th September Learning Profile 1 available on MCAS

Tuesday 30th September & Tuesday 14th 
October

Flu vaccinations from NHS

Thursday 2nd October 5.30pm – 7.30pm Year 6 open evening (students might be helpers)

Tuesday 7th October 4pm – 7.30pm Tutor evening at school

Friday 10th October World mental health day

Tuesday 14th October Maximise revision day in school

Friday 24th October – Monday
3rd November  

October half term week (students return on Tuesday 4th 
November)

Thursday 6th November Sixth Form Open evening for year 11

Week commencing 10th November Mock Exam window 1

Friday 14th November Children in Need Day

Week commencing 15th December Learning profile 2 available on MCAS

Monday 22nd December – Monday 5th 
January

Christmas holidays (students return on Tuesday 6th 
January)

Tuesday 6th January 4pm – 7pm Parents evening (in person)

Week commencing 19th January MFL speaking mocks

Monday 16th February – Friday
20th February

Spring half term

Week commencing 23rd February Mock exam window 2

TBC Practical GCSE food exams

Wednesday 11th March School photographs

Friday 20th March Comic relief day

Week commencing 13th April Learning profile 3 available on MCAS

Monday 30th March – Friday 10th April Easter holidays

Monday 4th May May Day Bank Holiday (school closed)

TBC GCSE practical exams in Art / Textiles

Monday 11th May Formal GCSE exams start for 6 weeks

Tuesday 30th June Sixth Form taster day in school

Friday 3rd July Leaver’s day celebration

Friday 10th July Year 11 prom night

Thursday 20th August Year 11 GCSE results day

EXAMS



PADLET – What are they learning?

Which exam board are 
they studying?

Examination Board 
Information – Sawtry 
Village Academy 
(sawtryva.org)

Have they 
downloaded the 
Specification from the 
exam board website?

https://www.sawtryva.org/examination-board-information/
https://www.sawtryva.org/examination-board-information/
https://www.sawtryva.org/examination-board-information/
https://www.sawtryva.org/examination-board-information/




Learning Profiles

“MTG” – Minimum Target Grade 

     
“EOC” – End of Course Prediction

“Striving”– How much Hard work
 and determination students show. 1 is good – 4 is bad.

“Valuing” – How involved in the learning students are.
1 is good – 4 is bad.

9 A**

8 A*

7 A

6 B

5 C / B

4 C

3 D / E

2 F

1 G

U U

NEW OLD

GCSE Converter 



Studying at home

• Treat work time as a lesson- no 
phone or social media while you 
study.

• Set up a work space



Homework – they do get set it 

You can check homework on
-Bromcom (MCAS) - student portal
-Teams assignments*
If you don’t have any homework.. revisit topics 
already covered and practice past exam questions.

Go through course specifications and highlight /learn 
what you don’t know..



Exams Timetable

The will get Mock timetable before October half 
term.

Mid November is first mock exams.

Always an assembly and students sign for rules.

Kit List
Scientific Calculator (not Wifi).
Multiple Black pens. Pencils. Ruler. Clear Pencil Case. Maths kit.
Water only in clear container.
NO Phones. NO I-watches. NO food.

When is last GCSE exam?



How to Revise



1. Find the subject specifications
2. Plan your revision time
3. Mindmaps
4. Summarising
5. Retrieval practice

6... Eat the ugly frog first!



You need to take 
care of yourself 
before you can 
take care of your 
performance.

FACING EXAM STRESS HEAD ON



If not addressed exam stress leads to:

Upset stomach and sickness
Sleepless nights

Memory loss
Loss of appetite or over eating

Low confidence
Lack of concentration

Low self esteem
Depression

Mood swings
Poor communication with others

FACING EXAM STRESS HEAD ON



How to manage your exam stress…

PLANNING SUGGESTIONS
Mark on a calendar when you will be studying (and for how long), 
when you are not studying (days off / work / family commitments 
etc). 
Display schedule on a wall for everyone in your house
to see (including exam dates and times).
Remember the only way to make a to-do list shorter
is to do the to-dos, so make a plan for how to start 



How to manage exam stress…….

EXERCISE helps reduce stress and boost concentration
Deep breathing.

Stretching

Rub your palms together and cover your eyes.



How to manage exam stress…….

REST
Make sure you get the right amount of rest.
Get out of the house.

Take a break each hour or two for 10 minutes. 

Get 8 hours sleep a night



How to manage exam stress…….

EAT HEALTHILY
Bananas, cherries and Kiwi fruit can help you sleep
Oily fish is high in omega 3 to feed your brain

Avoid large meals before study as it could make you sluggish.



Top Tips for parents during the exam period
• Encourage your child when they do well or have studied hard….but try 

not to celebrate mediocrity.
• Students should not be studying ALL of the time… Equally they must be 

studying at least SOME of the time! 
• Give your child more space than normal.
• Make sure you have that daily communication/check-in with your child; 

that one question check-in at dinner might show them they CAN speak to 
you.

• Listen to what they are saying without interrupting with any 
advice/disagreement if you can.

• Shatter the myth that exam success = success in life.



When all is taken into account

You can only do your 
best and if you are not 

sure what that looks like 
ask your teachers and talk 

to your parents.



“You can’t revise for English, it’s just writing and 
reading.”



Source:  GCSE English Language Examiners’ Report 2019



English Language
• Newspapers

• Reading – ‘Those who read, succeed!’ Sparx

• Audiobooks

• The questions are always the same!  (Students can make their own.)

• Use study guides (CGP and York Notes are good)



English Language

The questions are always the same! 
• Learn what each question is and how to answer it.
• Pick up a book and make your own exam based on a page of it – 

challenge a friend.
• Use two newspapers that cover the same story. Use them to practise 

the skills for paper 2
• Practise writing descriptions, stories, letters, articles and speeches.



English Literature

• Re-read the texts – know them inside out!
• Closed book examinations
• Mind mapping
• Exam questions
• CPG books
• Quizzes – Quizlet/Forms
• Watch the plays
• Student Area



English Literature

• Know the texts – Jekyll and Hyde
                                  Romeo and Juliet

Paper 1

• Be able to identify where an extract comes from.
• Be able to link the ideas in the extract to the ideas 

in the whole text.
• Know what methods writers use and how to 

explain them.



English Literature

• Know the texts – Blood Brothers
                                  Power and Conflict poems
Paper 2

• Know the characters and themes in Blood Brothers 
and key quotations for each.

• Know the poems well enough to write about them 
from memory.

• Know what methods writers use and how to 
explain them. Apply this to the unseen poems.



Higher

16% 33% 50% 67% 78%

1 2 3 4 5

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

19% 26% 40% 54% 68% 80% 91%

Foundation

Higher or Foundation?



Session 6

Written homework Easter school

Lunch club

Things we offered Year 11 last year to have the best chance of 
achieving their highest grade…





What is Revision in maths?
Repetition

1. Ask your child each week what topic they have been studying. Do they have any 
homework? Is there an assessment to prepare for? Sit down and get them to teach you 
one skill they have learnt this week.

2. Make sure your child has a good place to work. Maths consists of answering short 
questions that require discipline to work through. How many opportunities for distraction 
does your child have?

3. Make sure your child has the correct equipment. 67% of the maths exam requires a 
calculator. Getting the right calculator is vital! Calculators are currently on parent pay. 

4. When they’re working encourage your child to work in the correct way. Are they making 
neat notes that someone else (you?) could learn from? Are they making their calculations 
clear?

5. Encourage your child to look for ways to correct their mistakes. Maths revision requires 
grit. Reassure them if they don’t understand something, look up solutions with them and 
try to work through the problems together.



How to revise maths…

Click on 
‘Independent 
Learning’



Independent Learning



Knowledge 
journeys are in 
exercise books 
marking the 
beginning of 
each half term. 

These include 
topics to be 
covered and 
Sparx codes.



November Mock Feedback



Other Resources…

• After the 2nd set of mocks revision you should switch to past papers 
and exam questions

• https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-
8300/assessment-resources

• https://corbettmaths.com/2019/04/01/gcse-practice-papers/

• AQA is our exam board, but Edexcel past papers are fine if you run out!

• We will have access to more papers so just ask

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300/assessment-resources
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300/assessment-resources
https://corbettmaths.com/2019/04/01/gcse-practice-papers/


Preparation for Science GCSE Examinations

Simon Moore
Faculty Lead, Science

smoore@sawtryva.org 

mailto:smoore@sawtryva.org


The Exams

• AQA Exam board:
• GCSE 8464 Combined Science “Trilogy” (double award, 11-3 to 11-6)

• 6 papers, 1 hour 15 minutes each

• GCSE 8461 Biology / 8462 Chemistry / 8463 Physics (separate 
sciences, sets 11-1, 11-2)

• 6 papers, 1 hour 45 minutes each

• Provisional exam dates, to be confirmed:
• Paper 1 dates: 12th May Biology 1, 18th May Chemistry 1, 2nd June Physics 1
• Paper 2 dates: 8th June Biology 2, 12th June Chemistry 2, 15th June Physics 2



Preparation for Science Exams

Calculators! – each student must have a working scientific 
calculator and have practised using it. (£11.10 from MCAS)
Required Practicals! –students will be asked longer 
questions about some of the practical work they have 
done. Visit Primrose Kitten, Malmesbury Education and 
Freesciencelessons on YouTube for reminders.
Learn the equations! – create or download 
flashcards to help remember Physics equations. 
The enhanced equations sheets will continue to
be provided for Physics in summer 2026.



Revision Guides and Flashcards

• Separate Sciences, set 11-1, 11-2:
• Oxford Revise Biology, Chemistry & Physics

Revision and Exam Practice books, £12.43 for all three
• Set of CGP Biology, Chemistry & Physics flashcards, £14.43

• Combined Science, sets 11-3 – 11-6:
• Oxford Revise Combined Science Revision and Exam Practice book, £9.40
• CGP Combined Science flashcards, £8.61

• Other resources at www.cgpbooks.co.uk
• All prices subject to price-list changes

http://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/


Online resources
• Tassomai – www.Tassomai.com - online retrieval practice which 

learns strengths and areas for development. Students should use the 
app if working on a mobile device

• Seneca Learning - https://www.senecalearning.com/ - short online 
revision lessons with progress tests

• BBC Bitesize - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize - contains revision 
notes and short tests for the AQA specification

• Oak Academy - www.thenational.academy – for online lessons
• Other YouTube channels, e.g. FuseSchool, Cognito
• Subject specific sites, e.g. www.schoolphysics.co.uk/age14-16/ 

http://www.Tassomai.com
https://www.senecalearning.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
http://www.thenational.academy/
http://www.schoolphysics.co.uk/age14-16/


Past paper practice

Past Papers! – use the AQA past paper archive to answer practice 
questions:

• do the paper in timed conditions
• mark your paper using the mark scheme – be honest
• go back and attempt questions you got wrong with the help of a revision 

guide

• AQA website subject pages (https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science)
• choose the specification you want then the link for Past Papers >

• Also available from https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/ 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/


Year 11 have started 
really well!



Working hard in 25 hours of lessons each week 
Good behaviour 

Good attendance 
Use the expert in the room 

Good quality revision
8 hours sleep / exercise / healthy diet  

Session 6

Prom / Last Day 

Hard 
Work

Hard 
Work



Looking beyond yr11



Excellent Results and our 
Outstanding Sixth Form

Open Evening: Thursday 
6th November

• Applications open that day, and 
the deadline is in January

• Academic mentoring & speak to 
your tutors anytime

• Guidance meetings happen 
once you apply



You can do it!

We invite you to talk to us and ask questions!

Use the website to view subject resources and the email addresses of 
subject leaders to ask specific questions.

We are all in this together.

Thank you for listening
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