
Year 9: Supporting your child 
through KS4



Aims:

• To know the key events and dates for the 
year ahead

• To understand the different elements of 
our curriculum, breadth and depth

• Understand the curriculum coverage for 
core subjects

• To be familiar with the learning platforms 
and resources available

• To know who to contact for support



At Lincroft Academy, we





We Are Lincroft

Our Vision
An exceptional school of which the community can be very 

proud……
………….so that our students become exceptional learners, confident 

and empowered to make a rewarding contribution to society.
Our Values

Our Mission
Be The Best You Can Be



Pastoral CARE at Lincroft Academy 
Every Child Is Known, Valued & Supported

Lincroft Academy 



Working In Partnership

• Form Tutor- tutor first interventions 

• House Team- point of contact

• Inclusion Support Assistants- wellbeing 

• Targeted interventions

• Trained school counsellor

• 5 pillars of inclusion

• Academic mentoring 

• Vertical tutoring

• Student council



We

about 
ATTENDANCE
Every day at school matters



Ready to Learn & on time, every time





What about 95%?

¼ of a year 
absent 

throughout your Lincroft career!



Ways for parents/carers to 
encourage attendance:
1. Find out regularly your child's absence and check this matches with your own record.
2. Talk regularly with your child about school and how they feel about it. More likely to 

attend if they feel supported and anxieties listened to.
3. Phone us as soon as possible to tell us why your child is absent, and when you expect 

them to return. Putting the school number in your phone can save you time. Know the 
school routine for alerting you to absence.

4. Only grant days at home for genuine illness. (you will know!!)
5. Avoid taking holidays in school time.
6. Know routines of the school day to avoid issues, e.g. have they got their PE kit? 
7. If you have concerns ring us – we will check attendance and be discreet.
8. PRAISE AND REWARD GOOD ATTENDANCE: even small successes.



Key Dates

W/C
06-Oct MTG Reports
03-Nov PASS Survey

19-Jan Yr9 PR1 Reports followed by Academic 
Mentoring

09-Feb Parents evening

18-May Yr 9 PR2 Reports followed by Academic 
Mentoring

We use data based on a student's Key 
Stage 2 SATs results, prior attainment, 
gender, and birth month to help with a 
starting point

identifies non-academic barriers that 
may affect learning and engagement in 
the wider school community, including 
motivation and confidence



New Academic Demands
• Being more self-motivated and taking more responsibility for their own
Learning.
• Asking when they do not understand.
• Developing their abilities to overcome frustrations and strategies for
persisting when they are learning material that they find challenging.
• Organising themselves, notes, handouts and information for different
subjects, and different topics within these.
• Completing more work at home, independently.
• Understanding the exam structure and the relative importance of each
piece of work to their final grade.
• Planning and carrying out their revision.
• Perfecting their ‘exam technique’



How to help at home

Sounding board and adviser – helping your child to break tasks down so that they 
are manageable, keeping an eye on progress and celebrating achievements. 
Agreeing the rules for homework or revision, helping them to make a realistic 
timetable, balancing work against the 'fun stuff' and revising the plans as necessary.



How to help at home-Independent 
learning & MCAS parent portal



How to find key curriculum information



Online platforms to support learning

Maths
Science

Sparx Reader

Free to join, 
endless practice, 
specific to each 

exam board

Learn step by step
Memorise- active recall

Challenge-play with 
friends



Revision Guides

• Recommended revision guides available to 
order through the school

• Departments have some samples to look 
through today if you are interested

• Available on MCAS from today (16/9)

• Deadline is 2 weeks (30/9) for any orders



Qualities And Experiences PLEDGES

An award system which offers students a range of character-building opportunities that 

enhance their learning and development.

The PLEDGES system aims to encourage and support many important qualities in students such as leadership, citizenship, 

moral purpose, sense of community and collective responsibility.  
PLEDGES can be achieved through subject based PLEDGES, activities undertaken outside of school and extra-curricular 

undertaken inside school.



Careers 
Education, 
Information 
and Guidance 
(CEIAG)



jripley@lincroft.academy

Networking Breakfasts –  Career themed events linked to curriculum subjects where students 
can opt in depending on their interest.

Unifrog – Career lessons within Life Skills. Students are encouraged to use at home to research 
next-steps options, careers, labour market information, further study options.

Career related assemblies with NHS, RAF, local employers – gives students the awareness of 
options available to them within the services/businesses including apprenticeships

Careers 1 to 1s available and drop ins (based in Topaz) to ask any questions or via e mail 
jripley@lincroft.academy

Academic mentoring may highlight students wishing to have or who would benefit from having 
a 1 to 1 appointment 

mailto:jripley@lincroft.academy


Meridian Pathways

(meridiantrust.co.uk)

Meridian Trust website Meridian Pathways 
(meridiantrust.co.uk)

https://pathways.meridiantrust.co.uk/
https://pathways.meridiantrust.co.uk/


English in Year 9

• Builds on knowledge and skills of Year 8
• Builds towards Years 10 and 11

Two GCSEs, with overlapping knowledge and skills:
• English Language

• responding to an unseen text; 
• independent writing

• English Literature
• responding to known texts; 
• engaging with the writer’s ideas
• analysis of language/structure



AQA 
English 
Language 
GCSE

Summer 
Term 

Year 9



AQA 
English 
Literature 
GCSE Year 9

Poetry



CARE to Read
Year 8 Summer NGRT Outcomes

Average increase +6.7 points (SAS)
Better than expected progress 36%

Year 8 - 80% Sparx reader completion and 
80%+ accuracy



Mathematics
Casio FX-
83GTCW

• Paper 1 – Non-Calculator
• Paper 2 – Calculator
• Paper 3 – Calculator

Subject Content
• Number
• Algebra
• Ratio, Proportion and 

Rates of Change
• Geometry and 

Measures
• Probability
• Statistics

Problem 
Solving

Thursday Sparx Support/Revision
3.15pm-4pm - T6 every week

lalder@lincroft.academy



Mathematics Subject Content
Autumn Term

1. Indices
2.  Circles
3.  Proportion
4.  Charts and Graphs
5.  Constructions and Loci
6.  Volume
7.  Transformations

Spring Term

8.  Expanding double brackets
9.  Solving equations
10. Scatter graphs
11. Angle properties
12. Backwards percentages
13. Similarity
14. Congruence

Summer Term

15. Rearranging formula
16. Pythagoras
17. Linear Graphs
18. Averages and Sampling
19. Probability



Science

• 9 lessons a fortnight
• Lessons typically split between two 

teachers who share the Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics content

• Curriculum is spiral in nature and 
revisits KS3 content adding in new 
detail and further information

• Mixture of content, maths skills 
practical work and data 
analysis/interpretation

Lessons

Homework
• Sparx Science set weekly (~30 mins)
• Designed to be chunked, 10 min sessions
• Embeds key knowledge through retrieval  

Required practicals
• Set curriculum practicals done in depth
• Questions in exams are specifically targeted
• Bio: 7 (+2 in separate)
• Chem: 6 (+2 in separate)
• Physics: 7 (+3 in separate)



Science Subject Content

Physics
1. Energy

2. Electricity

3. Particle model of matter

4. Atomic structure

5. Forces

6. Waves

7. Magnetism and 
electromagnetism

8. Space physics (separate 
only)

Chemistry
1. Atoms and periodic table

2. Bonding, structure, and the 
properties of matter

3. Quantitative chemistry

4. Chemical changes

5. Energy changes

6. Chemical changes

7. Organic chemistry

8. Chemical analysis

9. Chemistry of the atmosphere

10. Using Earth’s resources

Biology
1. Cell biology

2. Organisation

3. Infection and response

4. Bioenergetics

5. Homeostasis and 
response

6. Inheritance, variation 
and evolution

7. Ecology



Science

Combined Science
(Double Science)
• Six 1 hr 15 min exams
• Two for each 

science discipline
• Each discipline has 

a paper 1 and a 
paper 2

• A double grade is 
awarded (2 GCSEs)

Separate Sciences
(Triple Science)
• Three separate 

courses
• Each course has 

two papers of 1 hr 
45 mins each

• Total of six exams
• Three GCSEs are 

awarded

Examinations
• Combined or separate sciences
• All students begin on the 

separate science pathway
• Recommendation of 

continuation or moving to 
combined pathway in year 10

• Based on performance in 
assessments and in class

• Prior to this nearly all content 
covered is common to both 
pathways

Pathways



Inclusion Provision – 5 Pillars





Sharing, reviewing and adapting
Every Wave 3 (K) or Wave 4 (EHCP) has an APDR 
and 1-Page Profile that are highlighted on their 
registers and attached to their student profiles 
on Bromcom.
Others might have additional supporting 
documents like 5-point scales or exit cards.
The ADPR documents are sent to staff 
throughout the year to be reviewed and 
adapted where necessary.
The idea behind the ‘wave’ system is that 
students can move up and down it depending 
on their presenting need.

ContactSEND@lincroft.academy



Access Arrangements
• When we have an external professional report suggesting 

additional time will be needed for any exams, we add this on to a 
student's profile. They are also time sensitive as the results of the 
tests can be affected by multiple factors and change over time.

• JCQ state that we will need to have this verified through additional 
tests by our accredited assessor, which we generally do in Y10

• We also use staff feedback, our own assessments, and previously 
raised concerns to identify students who might need access 
arrangements

• Access arrangements at GCSE are at a higher threshold than at 
SATS



Where to find more information



How to contact us

Amethyst: AmethystSSA@Lincroft.Academy

Emerald: EmeraldSSA@Lincroft.Academy

Sunstone: SunstoneSSA@Lincroft.Academy

Topaz: TopazSSA@Lincroft.Academy

Amethyst – 01234 827149
Mrs Stears (SSA)

Emerald – 01234 827146
Miss Reed (SSA)

Sunstone – 01234 827148
Miss Lloyd (SSA)

Topaz – 01234 827147
Miss Chalmers (SSA)

If your call is not immediately answered, please 
allow 10 seconds for the voicemail to register. 
Please leave your name, contact number and 
message for the Student Support Assistant to 
return your call.

mailto:AmethystSSA@Lincroft.Academy
mailto:EmeraldSSA@Lincroft.Academy
mailto:SunstoneSSA@Lincroft.Academy
mailto:TopazSSA@Lincroft.Academy
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