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Agenda

• What does it mean to be part of the Meridian Trust?
• How will the House system support my child?
• Who do I contact if I have a question/concern?
• What are the colleges expectations on uniform and 

equipment?
• What will my child’s day look like?
• How can I track my child’s attainment and behaviour?
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High-quality educational provision for all at the 
heart of local communities.
Every child is a successful learner, confident individual, and 
responsible and employable citizen.
Every school is a hub for community activities, a centre for 
extended services and a source of immense pride for 
students, their families, and other local stakeholders.

Meridian Schools
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Meridian Values
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Ofsted

2019
• Outcomes – Good
• Quality of teaching – Good
• Personal development – Good
• Leadership and management – 

Outstanding
• 16-19 Study Prog - Good

2025
“the school’s work may have improved 
significantly across all areas since the 
previous inspection”
“if a graded inspection took place: at least 
one key or provision judgement would be 
higher; none would be lower; all would be 
outstanding.” 
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Key themes
• Pupils enjoy attending this inclusive school and feel safe. Pupils feel known as individuals in this large 

school.
• The broad and ambitious curriculum engages all pupils, including pupils with special educational 

needs and/or disabilities (SEND). 
• Pupils access a high-quality offer of enrichment opportunities with a diverse range of activities and a 

very broad personal development offer.
• Teachers are highly skilled at adapting the learning to meet pupils’ needs.
• Pupils achieve highly and are well prepared for the next steps in their education, employment or 

training.
• The behaviour of many pupils is exemplary. They are polite and respectful.
• The school’s broad and rich curriculum is well considered. It is ambitious and challenging for all pupils. 

There is a wide range of academic and vocational courses, particularly in the sixth form. The 
curriculum builds well on pupils’ previous learning and takes account of their different needs.

• The school has a strong culture of reading. Pupils read a wide variety of challenging texts. If pupils 
struggle to read fluently when they join, the school provides effective support to help them build their 
confidence.

• Staff, including early career teachers, say that they are very well supported. They feel valued and 
appreciate how leaders look after their well-being and workload.
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Houses – Six schools in one – each led by a senior member of staff
(a House has no impact on teaching groups or who the children can mix with at 
break times)

Senior Tutor – Monitors academic progress and ensures the quality of tutoring

Student Support Assistant (SSA) – First point of contact – dedicated phone-line

Tutoring Family – Siblings in same House; mixed-age ‘vertical’ tutoring

House System
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House System
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House System
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House System
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transition@elycollege.co.uk 

principal@elycollege.co.uk

enquiries@meridiantrust.co.uk

Feedback 

Other Contacts  

mailto:transition@elycollege.co.uk
mailto:principal@elycollege.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@meridiantrust.co.uk
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Uniform – must haves

Blazer

Tie

Skirt

PE top
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Uniform - Skirts
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Full length, plain black and tailored

No cropped or denim trousers

No tight or elastic material trousers

No jeans, jeggings or culottes

Uniform - Trouser



An exceptional college for an 
exceptional community

Must be a full shoe in black

 Suitable styles would include lace up, velcro or buckle

Uniform - Shoes

No trainers
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Black House polo shirt – with House trim

Black shorts

Black sports trouser (optional)

Trainers

Studded boots

Uniform - PE
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Bag - large enough for A4 file or selection of books
Student timetable – provided on first day
Pen – black and green
Pencils – coloured and writing
Eraser and pencil sharpener
Maths equipment – a pair of compasses, a protractor, a ruler 
and a calculator
PE kit for days when PE is timetabled
Reading book

Equipment
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Mobile Phones are not permitted to be on or visible 
during the school day (8:30am – 3:00pm)

Any contact home with parents can be supported 
through the house offices

Mobile Phones  
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In Year 7

All subjects are mixed ability to support 
transition and make the best start to 
secondary.

Broad experience of a range of subjects to 
support progression to GCSE and beyond.
High expectations in standard of work and 
quality desired.

Full details on our curriculum provision can be 
found on our college website.

Subject allocations per fortnight:
• English 6
• Maths 6
• Science 7
• Art, Drama, Music 2 lessons 

each
• Computing 1
• Geography 4
• History 4
• PSHCE 1
• RE 2
• Design and Technology 4
• PE 4
• Modern Foreign Languages 4
• Dance 1

Curriculum
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Timings of the day  

Start End
Registration 08:30 08:50
Period 1 08:50 09:50
Movement Time 09:50 09:55
Period 2 09:55 10:55
Break 10:55 11:15
Period 3 11:15 12:15
Movement Time 12:15 12:20
Period 4 12:20 13:20
Lunch 13:20 14:00
Period 5 14:00 15:00
Session 6 15:15 16:15
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English, Maths and Science ONE task a  WEEK from each subject 
Maximum of ONE hour per homework 

MFL, History, Geography, ICT, Art, 
Design and Technology

ONE task a FORTNIGHT from each subject
Maximum of ONE hour per homework 

Drama, Music, PE No formal homework at KS3.
Students are encouraged to attend a 
Session 6 in these subjects instead

Homework is set to support the learning of students in class.  It is designed to 
deepen their understanding of a topic; check they can apply and use what they 
have learned. hem for future lessons.  

Homework
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Session 6…Try everything!
School Minibus – Free!

Students need to sign up in 
the LRC on the day they 
wish to use the service (first 
come, first served).  The 
minibus has 14 seats and is 
available every day, term 
times (Monday to Friday) 
leaving college at 4.30pm.

The minibus travels to: Little 
Downham, Pymoor and 
Littleport and is free of 
charge.

Session 6 (free)
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PLEDGES
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Microsoft Office 365 Ecosystem My Child at School

Family systems
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Reporting  
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Reporting  
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Reporting  
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No cash is used on site.  

We use MCAS to deduct canteen food from student accounts. 

Packed lunches are welcome

Logistics - Catering  
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All bus applications need to go through Cambridgeshire County 
Council.  Please apply through their website:
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Students must carry their bus pass at all times and only travel on 
the bus they have a pass for.

Buses will arrive in through Needham’s gate onto the car parking 
area.

Logistics - Transport

http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/
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Logistics - Meet the House Team  

Tuesday 17th June 20205 4:45pm – 5:15pm

Etheldreda House: Drama Studio. Please use the main entrance.

Franklin House: A Block Hall. Please use the main entrance.

Scott House: Needhams Hall. Please use the layby entrance.
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Logistics - Meet the House Team  

Thursday 19th June 20205 4:45pm – 5:15pm

Seacole House: Drama Studio. Please use the main entrance.

Equiano House: A Block Hall. Please use the main entrance.

Turing House: Needhams Hall. Please use the layby entrance.
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Logistics - Transition Day

Wednesday 9th  July 2025 –  The Isle, St John’s, Littleport Community Primary, Millfield 
Primary, Rackham, Stretham and all other primary schools.

Thursday 10th July 2025 - The Lantern, Downham Feoffees and St Mary’s

• Main reception for 8:40am

• Primary school PE uniform

• Packed lunch (unless free school meals) and water bottle

• Pick up 2:45pm from main reception



An exceptional college for an 
exceptional community

Logistics - First Day 
Wednesday 3rd September 2025

• Arrive at main reception for 8:30am
• Wear Ely College uniform
• Bring PE kit 
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Logistics - Settling In 
-    no behaviour points will be issues for lateness 

-    students from all Houses will be in your child's teaching group

-    teaching groups will be mixed ability 

-    students will remain in the same teaching group for most of their week

- student will have a slightly longer lunch during their first two days

- encourage attendance at session 6 
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Logistics - Talking to us 

• In person Meet The Tutor Event 
     (Tuesday 16th September 2025)

• Concerns before 16th September? Email the House
     (…..house@elycollege.co.uk) 
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Over the Summer 

• Questions over the summer 
   (View our transition page)

• Go on adventures
   Completing the 50 things activity will mean you automatically

    get your Bronze PLEDGES award

 

 

• Read 
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Optional Summer PLEDGES

Completing the 50 things activity will mean you automatically get your Bronze PLEDGES award
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Session 6…Try everything!Optional Reading
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Feedback 

Support over the summer  

• Visit the transition page on our website

• Explore virtual tour and ‘Welcome to Ely' videos

• Read the student compiled information booklet

• Contact House Office before the summer holidays start
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We always welcome feedback, so please do send any 
comments to: transition@elycollege.co.uk

We will be seeking formal feedback from you on the whole 
induction process in September.

Feedback 

Feedback  

mailto:transition@elycollege.co.uk
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