CROSSHALL JUNIOR SCHOOL

HOME LEARNING POLICY

B

’
CROSSHALL

JUNIOR ACADEMY TRUST

PUBLISHED: SUMMER 2024
REVIEW DATE: SUMMER 2028




The purpose of this policy is to:

1. ensure consistency of approach throughout the school;

2. ensure progression towards independence and individual responsibility;

3. ensure parents/carers have a clear understanding about expectations for
themselves and the children;

4. extend and support learning;

5. provide opportunities for parents and children to learn and enjoy in
partnership.

Why Home Learning is Essential

At Crosshall Junior School, our children are expected to attain the very highest
standards in all that they do, and this includes activities they undertake out of
school.

We aim to raise the achievement of all children and believe that Home Learning is
a vital link in the working partnership between children, parents, and staff in pursuing
success for all.

Learning at home is an essential part of good education. Regular home learning is
important, as it gives children the opportunity to practise at home the tasks done in
class, or ‘pre-learn’ something forthcoming in class, and helps them work towards
improving important skills. It also encourages children to become confident and
independent in their learning, which will help throughout their time at school and
later in adult life.

Worthwhile tasks that are completed at home enable children to appreciate the
help and support of their families in ‘thinking together’ and enable parents to help
and be involved in their children’s education. It also has an important role to play
in reinforcing and extending the learning and teaching that has taken place in
class.

Home Learning is not just exercises carried out by children on their own; it is the
involvement of parents in joint activities, which is most valuable.

Aims

1. To foster a close link between parents, school, and the wider community to
inform and encourage participation

2. To widen children’s learning experiences and to raise the awareness of parents
to the availability and variety of additional learning resources e.g., town library,
ICT, seeking the experiences of others

3. To reinforce, consolidate and extend the learning experience within the
classroom and to help teachers monitor its effectiveness

4. To promote self-confidence, self-discipline, motivation, and responsibility in
planning, organising, and delivering through independent learning

5. To complete unfinished tasks when appropriate

6. To support a successful transition between primary and secondary education

7. To raise awareness that school is only part of the life-long learning process and
therefore to extend school learning, e.g., through additional reading

8. To enable more rapid progress to be made

9. To encourage parents to become more involved in their children’s learning
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Making Home Learning Successful

Successful home learning depends on many factors such as:

1. how interesting or engaging the task;

what kind of day the child has had at school;

when the task is due to be returned;

the task’s length and challenge;

the place where the task is done;

the time when it is done;

how much encouragement and support a child gets at home.

No kLN

This is a powerful mix of factors and not always easy to get right, so what needs to
be done and who is responsible?

The Power of Three
The responsibility for each child’s education rests with three key people:

1. the child;
2. the parent;
3. the teacher.
Child
+ +
Parent + Teacher

Replace any plus with a minus and learning becomes less effective.

The single mostimportant ingredient of success at school relies on the power of three
to work together well.

Responsibilities of the Teachers

a) To make available appropriate Home Learning tasks which are interesting and
at the right level

b) To ensure that passwords to access online resources (such as G Suite, Times Table
Rock Stars...) are appropriately administered

c) To ensure children can access, choose, and complete learning at home

d) To check that learning at home has been done and, where suitable, give
feedback

e) To celebrate, recognise and reward effort and successful learning

f) To allow children who are unable to complete learning tasks at home the
opportunity to complete them in school (this may be at ‘Key Skills Club’, where
electronic devices and adult supervision are provided)

g) To follow-up parental concerns

h) To contact parents/carers when it appears that learning at home is not taking
place

i) To ensure that there is no holiday Home Learning, though advice or activities
which are non-compulsory may be provided
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Responsibilities of the Child

a) To listen carefully to instructions

b) To ensure that necessary books and equipment are not left at school

C) To ensure that passwords to access online resources are accessible

d) To tackle tasks promptly and with a positive attitude

e) To make the time to complete work to their highest standards

f) To discuss difficulties with the teacher as soon as they arise

g) To ensure parents know the task/s available and to ask for support if necessary
h) To ask parents to check and feedback to school, if necessary

i) To make full use of all the opportunities with which they are presented

Responsibilities of the Parents

Q) To know what the school expects of children and parents

b) To support the school in explaining to their child that Home Learning is valued
and aids learning

C) To talk to their child about what they are learning and to be actively involved
in the Home Learning (but not do the work for the child!)

d) To provide somewhere peaceful for their child to work without the distractions
of television, other family members or pets

e) To provide suitable equipment, a clear table space and good light

f) To encourage their child to always do their best and praise them when Home
Learning is completed

9) To listen to any worries and to get in touch with the school as necessary

h) To support their child, by promoting that they complete work each week

i) To try to arrange supporting activities such as going to the town library or
visiting museums/galleries

i) To check and comment as necessary on their child’s Home Learning when
they are satisfied that it is of an acceptable standard

Tasks

It is expected that children will complete learning at home each week. The teacher
will not ‘set’ all tasks that need to be completed but will expect learning to have
taken place.

Reading
Every child has access to the school library during timetabled class sessions, breaks

and lunchtimes as well as during other class time. They should always have access
to two of our school library books, at least one of which will be at their appropriate
AR Level. At least five times a week, and preferably daily, children should read with
an adult or read independently and have an opportunity to discuss their reading
with an adult.

The evidence of this reading can be seen by class teachers in Reading Diaries
and/or in the data provided through AR Quizzes.

Spelling
Each term, every child will be provided with a booklet of spelling lists. These lists are

linked to spelling patterns the children need to learn and become fluent in using.
Spelling tests are conducted weekly, and children are tested on the spellings
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learned over the previous seven days. As well as learning the meanings of words
and how to spell them, the focus, in school and at home, should be on learning the
rule or pattern.

The evidence of learning these spelling patterns and rules will be seen by class
teachers in spelling test scores and in children’s wider written work.

English & Maths Curriculums

In support of these, and occasionally other curriculum areas, pupils can be assigned
online activities, through Oak National Academy for example. These activities will
generally involve viewing learning material and completing follow up tasks.
Additionally, children could choose to extend their own learning: children may
choose to write a piece of creative writing, a diary entry, set of instructions or other
text type, or devise their own maths-based activity or investigation.

The teacher will see that this has been completed when work is shared with them
online through the Google Classroom

Times Tables / Number Bonds

The Times Table Rockstars (TTRS) website is accessible by all pupils. The activities on
the website are engaging and enable pupils to improve the speed at which they
can recall vital times table and division facts (the National Curriculum expectation
is for children to know these by the end of Year Four). Pupils can also review the
times tables they are more and less familiar with.

Additionally, the NumBots website is also available to all pupils. The activities on the
website are engaging and enable pupils to improve the speed at which they can
recall vital number bonds facts (the National Curriculum expectation is for children
to know these by the end of Year Three).

The evidence of making use of the Times Table Rockstars and/or NumBots website
will be seen by class feachers on their own account. The tfeacher will be able to see
‘coins’ being earned, time spent on activities and improvements in speed of recall.

‘Other’

Of course, children may complete music, art, geography, or other work at home.
Class teachers welcome the opportunity to see this as it helps to build our view of
the ‘whole child’. If pupils show their class teacher any work they do at home, it will
be appreciated and acknowledged. These tasks may even meet Future Me
Pledges.

Specific Needs

Some children may have specific needs in relation to their learning. For example,
they may find a particular concept in maths difficult to pick up. To support these
children, on occasion, teachers may set additional home learning to support the
child with their learning. Teachers will discuss this with parents at an appropriate
time.

The school appreciates that many children have other clubs and activities that they
do each night, so they should spend no more than three hours in any week on these
tasks combined.
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Each term, the ‘Curriculum Pathway' for each year group will be made available
on the school’s website and included in our emails to parents.

Differentiation

1.  Weekly reading, spelling/phonics will be set according to ability

2. Times Table Rock Stars and NumBots have levels built within them

3. Open ended tasks (writing for example) and the element of choice will allow
for differing levels of ability

4.  Children with specific Special Educational Needs will access tasks by suitable
differentiation

Time allocations
In addition to reading at least five times a week, it is expected that children will spend at
least the following times on home learning activities each week.

Year Grou Spelling / |Online Learning set via| Times Table Rock | Approx total
P Phonics Google Classroom | Stars/NumBois | ime spent
Year Three Wee!dy - AV LTSS [P 40 minutes
(20 mins) week
Year Four Wee!dy - OIS X 40 minutes
(20 mins) week
Year Five WIS 45 minutes per week - 60 minutes
(15 mins)
Year Six IS 60 minutes per week - 75 minutes
(15 mins)

Assessment, Marking & Feedback for Children & Parents

This is given in several ways:

immediately by parents or carers;

automated online tools (such as TTRS or Oak National Academy);

discussion in class where the task is a part of the class work;

through tests such as times tables or spellings;

completion of spelling activities;

use of learned information in class such as using learned words in writing;

children marking their own work;

children reviewing the work done in small groups;

Formative Assessment methods such as self-evaluation, peer evaluation and
parental evaluation;

10.  presentation in class and school assemblies;

11.  further showcasing;

Teachers encourage and praise Home Learning which is completed regularly (each

week) and to a good standard.

OV ONOO AW~
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Children not completing Home Learning

Parents/Carers will receive a phone call or email if a child appears to not be learning
at home. The expectations set out in this policy will be reiterated. The parents may
be able to explain what learning is being carried out at home. The class teacher
may need to remind the pupil and parents what Home Learning opportunities are
available. The child may be directed to Home Learning Club.

Home Learning Club

This is at lunchtime. The aim of this is fo support children who have been unable to
complete their activities. At this time, internet access will be made available, and
an adult will be present, but may not necessarily be able to offer direct support.

Review and Monitoring of Home Learning

As with all school activity, parents/carers are invited to discuss any queries with their
child’s class teacher. Teachers are always interested to know how children carried
out activities, whether they were too hard/ too easy/ interesting, etc. It is important
that children enjoy their experiences at school and home.

The Heads of Year and Assistant Heads will monitor the consistency of approach
across each year group, across the school and the stages, including the
implementation of the policy.

There will be communication with parents to review the policy through Parent Child
Learning Reviews and the annual questionnaire, which is published with the end of
year report.

The school will ensure that a copy of our Home Learning Policy is on the school
website.
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CROSSHALL JUNIOR SCHOOL

Dear Parent/Carer

Your Child .o appears to be not completing learning at
home as part of our Home Learning expectations.

He/she has not completed the following:
maths

writing/grammar

reading

spelling/phonics

science

ALl S A

At Crosshall Junior School our children are expected to attain the very highest
standards in all that they do, and this includes the activities they undertake out of
school.

We aim fo raise the achievement of all children and believe that Home Learning is
a vital link in the working partnership between children, parents, and staff in pursuing
success for all.

Learning at home is an essential part of good education. Regular home learning is
important, as it gives children the opportunity to practise at home the tasks done in
class and helps them work towards improving important skills. [t also encourages
children to become confident and independent in their learning, which will help
throughout their time at school and later in adult life.

Worthwhile tasks that are completed at home enable children to appreciate the
help and support of their families in ‘thinking together’ and enable parents to help
and be involved in their children’s education. It also has an important role to play
in reinforcing and extending the learning and teaching that has taken place in the
classroom.

Home Learning is not just exercises carried out by children on their own; it is the
involvement of parents in joint activities, which is most valuable.

If you would like to discuss the situation, please contact me via the School Office.
BY we would hope fo see that there has been some
Home Learning completed.

Thank you for your support.
Yours sincerely

Please acknowledge receipt of this email.
A copy of the Home Learning Policy accompanies this email.
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